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“Let me tell you the secret that ha led me to my goal. My only strength lies in my tenacity.”

Louis Pasteur

Not all birds can fly. What separates the flyers from the walkers is the abil
ity to take off.

~Carl Sagan (1934-1996) Astronomer

For chapter activities, schedules, and officers go to
www.eaa92.org

This newsletter is being released on January 16. Tomorrow (1/17/2015) will be
your chance to sit in the pilot’s seat of the B25 at the Yanks open cockpit day.
There will be lots of other activities for the whole family. Be there.




AIRSPACE / AIRPORT CLASSES

® A-BIG BOYS 18,000 - 60,000 FT

® B - HEAVY TRAFFIC SURFACE TO 10,000 FT+

® C—MEDIUM TRAFFIC SURFACE T0 4,000 FT

® D~ LIGHT TRAFFIC SURFACE TO 2,500 FT

®* E-MOVEMENT SPACE ABOVE CLASS G TO 17,99ﬂ FT

® F—NOT IN UNITED STATES

® G—-UNCONTROLLED SURFACE TO 14,500 FT MAXIMUM

Why are the classes important?

The current airspace classes are based on the ICAO classes. Class F does not exist here because it did
not make a lot of sense. It allowed instrument flight in uncontrolled airspace (where either/both radio or ra-

dar was not available).

Each of the classes seem well defined, but as we proceed through them, you will be shown holes in
each of them that actually can put you at risk, not from the FAA, but from other planes. The first major prob-
lem is that planes without an electrical system (allowed) will be invisible to your on board collision system:
AND if they are fabric or composite, invisible to the FAA.

Even when everything is working for you, there are rules that could put you in danger from other air-
craft that are following the rules exactly, especially if you are relying on your new, wonderful glass cockpit
and anti-collision system.

Future pages will step through the classes and their short comings plus all of the other airspace rules
that are beyond the classes. Stay tuned.



Tech Counselor

Continuing the spar creation: (in this case for a stabilator)

The C section created by last month’s infusion project.

The C section placed back on the model/mold , and micro mix
applied for bonding purposes.

€

Strips of rigid foam applied to the micro mix with space left for the
placing of the control rod.

The control rod (7/4” anodized aluminum tube)
drilled in a number of place at the cardinal points
to ensure that it can be epoxy locked in place.

The complete spar sections be held rigid while the
s epoxy cures.

The finished spar section with the extended rod
tubing to allow attachment to the stabilator control system.




You think you are a pilot!

Major John W. Mitchell
Leader of Yamamoto Mission

BYtephen, SOet man999. Updated June 29, 2011.

John Mitchell was swatting flies in his tent at Fighter Two when the phone rang, "Get over to the Navy
briefing bunker. There's a mission for you and your guys. You'll like it."

Major Mitchell, the CO of the 339th Fighter Squadron, based at Guadalcanal, headed over to the bunker
with Tom Lanphier, one of his top pilots, where they met Admiral Marc Mitscher and "every brass hat on the
island." It was April 17, 1943.

In the crowded room they looked over a document marked "TOP SECRET", which outlined Admiral Isoroku
Yamamoto's schedule for an inspection trip from Rabaul to Bougainville, along with an order signed
by United States Navy Secretary Frank Knox:

"SQUADRON 339 P-38 MUST AT ALL COSTS REACH AND DESTROY. PRESIDENT ATTACHES EXTREME IM-
PORTANCE TO MISSION." The senior Navy and Marine Corps officers took over the discussion, and Mitchell
and Lanphier were gradually pushed out to the edge of the group. When the planning bogged down, they
were re-invited. All agreed that only U.S. Army Air Force P-38 Lightnings, equipped with drop tanks had the
range for the job. Mitchell ruled out any attempt to get Yamamoto during a shipboard leg of his trip, "My
men wouldn't know a sub-chaser from a sub. It'll have to be in the air." After more discussion, Admiral
Mitscher cut it off, noting that Mitchell and Lanphier would have to work out the details. Extra-large drop
tanks had already been ordered; Mitchell wanted a top-quality Navy compass.

The Plan

That evening Mitchell pored over maps
of the Solomons with Lanphier and Joe
McGuigan, the intelligence officer. They
laid out a course that after leaving Gua-
dalcanal, would keep them 50 miles
away from the Japanese-held islands of
New Georgia, Vella Lavella, and the
Treasuries. The planned route from Gua-
dalcanal to the interception point at
Bougainville was 400 miles, two hours
flight time. Based on their estimates of
Yamamoto's air speed (180 MPH) and
scheduled arrival at Kahili, they estimat-
ed that he would be at the interception
point at 9:35AM. The brass had called
for "maximum effort" to get Yamamoto;
that meant Mitchell would lead 18 P-38
Lightnings on the mission.



http://acepilots.com/authors/stephen-sherman.html
http://acepilots.com/pto/lanphier.html

Mitchell assembled his men just before midnight to
brief them on the raid. All 40 of his pilots had volun-
teered for the mission. He promptly informed them
of the eighteen pilots on the flight teams:

9 the shooters or killer group (4) -Tom
Lanphier, Rex Barber, McLanahan, and Moore

9 the cover group (6) - Mitchell leading, Doug
Canning, Jack Jacobson, Frank Holmes, Hine,
and Goerke. Holmes and Hine were the alter-
nates for the killer group.

9 the second cover group (8) - eight pilots of the
12th Sqgn, led by Louis Kittel

Mitchell assembled his men just before midnight to brief them on the raid. All 40 of his pilots had volun-
teered for the mission. He promptly informed them of the eighteen pilots on the flight teams:

I the shooters or killer group (4) - Tom Lanphier, Rex Barber, McLanahan, and Moore

I the cover group (6) - Mitchell leading, Doug Canning, Jack Jacobson, Frank Holmes, Hine, and Goerke.
Holmes and Hine were the alternates for the killer group.

I the second cover group (8) - eight pilots of the 12th Sqgn, led by Louis Kittel

As the rain came down on the black hilltop, he explained the risks and uncertainties: missing Yamamoto
altogether, new drop tanks being installed that night, running out of fuel, getting jumped by Zeros. They
guessed that he would be flying at about 5,000 feet. After the wave top flight, the Lightnings of the killer
group would climb to that altitude; the cover group to 20,000. Mitchell emphasized the importance of
low level flying and radio silence; he didn't want the Japs to pick up on this mission.

When the meeting broke up, Mitchell walked back to his tent, and lay down. He could hear Glenn Miller's
"Serenade in Blue" from Canning's tent.

Background

Maybe he thought about Yamamoto, about Pearl Harbor, about December 7, 1941, when he was with the
70th Pursuit Squadron, stranded near Charlotte, North Carolina, due to a malfunctioning P-40. At that time,
John Mitchell was a twenty-six year old from Mississippi, born 14-Jul-1915. He had been valedictorian of his
high school class, a student at Columbia University, and was a three year Army veteran. He managed to get
married in the confused weeks just after Pearl Harbor, and then shipped out to San Francisco. On his arrival
at the 70th FS base at Hamilton Field, he learned that most of the experienced men of the squadron had
been sent to Java, to try to stem the Japanese onslaught. (They failed, and most of them died.)

After re-organizing, and training new recruits as well as possible, the 70th FS embarked for Fiji on Jan. 20,
1942. The scuttlebutt was that they wouldn't be there long; the Japs would kick them out soon enough.
Keenly aware of their dim prospects, the young pilots lived it up on the ship; as Doug Canning recalled, "We
left a trail of hooch bottles all the way from the Golden Gate to Fiji." Landing at the harbor of Suva, the men
of the 70th began to struggle with their P-39s in the tropical downpours and mud of Fiji. With the aid of the
Bell Aircraft rep, they got the Airacobras into the air and began training in them. They trained intensively
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with the P-39s for six months, their only diversions being volleyball and high-stakes poker. They thought
they were hot pilots and were ready to take on all comers. Then some Navy pilots from S a r a tistted @nd
gave them some insight into real combat, showing them the greater maneuverability of the Wildcat and the
technique of the Thach weave. They continued training on Fiji through autumn of 1942, entertaining several
dignitaries in these months, notably WW!I ace Eddie Rickenbacker - who had survived 24 days at sea on a
raft, AAF chief General Hap Arnold, and a young Texas Congressman named Lyndon B. Johnson.

On October 5, Mitchell and eight of his pilots were detached from the 70th for duty on Guadalcanal with
the 339th Fighter Squadron. They arrived just in time for the darkest days at Guadalcanal. At one point the
Japanese were only 600 feet from their airstrip. The crew chiefs removed the .30 caliber machine guns from
some planes, to use in a last-ditch stand. When landing at Henderson Field, the fliers dodged bushes in the
runway, held there by brave crewman, to mark the location of shell holes. Several pilots were lost in night
landings, due to the dim lights, the frequent storms, and the rough conditions of the strip. Despite flying the
inadequate P-39, Mitchell had shot down three Jap planes by early November, and later that month was pro-
moted to Major and CO of the 339th FS.

The arrival of the first P-38 Lightnings overshadowed his promotion. The twin-engined fighters had a top
speed of 395 MPH at 25,000 feet and devastating firepower - four .50 caliber machine guns and a 20mm can-
non mounted in the nose. Because they could fire straight ahead, rather than in the common converging
patterns of wing-mounted guns, they could fire a constant stream of lead that was effective at all ranges up
to 1000 yards. The P-38s had some drawbacks: feeble heaters, exhorbitant fuel consumption, and high
maintenance (long before Meg Ryan). But the pilots loved the new planes, which inflicted even higher losses

In December, Tom Lanphier, Rex Barber, Doug Canning, and other pilots of
the 70th Squadron came to Guadalcanal, alternating duty with the 339th.
Once Canning spotted a Jap freighter in The Slot and arranged a betting
pool on which pilot could get the best hit on the ship. He put a 500 Ib.

bomb through her deck, sank her, and won the pool. In the early part of ; e il
1943, the pace of war slackened a little, although Barber and some other 2 i
70th pilots sank a destroyer in March. e

e

Back in Hawaii, on April 14, the American code-breakers intercepted the message detailing Yamamoto's itin-
erary. The decoded and translated message made its way to Washington DC, back to Admiral Nimitz in Ha-
waii, then Halsey on New Caledonia, and to Mitscher on Guadalcanal. All levels approved the shoot-down
mission, and Mitscher assigned it to John Mitchell of the 339th.

The Mission - April 18, 1943

Throughout the wee hours of the morning at Henderson Field, welding torches flamed brilliantly under pro-
tective tarpaulins, as the ground crews fitted the large new tanks under the wings of the P-38s. By dawn 18
planes were ready. The pilots ate their usual unsatisfactory breakfast of Spam, dried eggs, and coffee. Mitch-
ell, inwardly doubtful of the mission's chances for success, exuded quiet confidence as he chatted with the
fliers and ground crew. His last instructions before the 0700 take-off were to maintain radio silence. The
Lightnings roared into life and, before getting airborne, trundled to the end of the runway, being so heavily
laden. At take-off McLanahan blew a tire and shortly afterwards Moore's new tanks wouldn't feed. These two
'shooters' dropped out of the mission; Hine and Holmes replaced them.



Mitchell's remaining 16 planes thundered along at wavetop level to avoid Japanese spotters. They sped
northwest, sweeping widely away from Jap-occupied New Georgia. Mitchell tried to hold the planes at the
dangerously low level of thirty feet; with only the smooth ocean below, depth perception was almost non-
existent. Horrified, Mitchell watched helplessly as one plane dipped low enough to kick up spray onto his
windows. But the pilot kept control and eased the big fighter back up out of the waves. By 0800, the Ameri-
can raiders were 285 miles from the planned interception; at that minute, Admiral Yamamoto's Betty bomb-
er took off from Rabaul, precisely on time for his scheduled 1000 arrival on Bougainville. His entourage in-
cluded one other Betty bomber and six Zeros. Yamamoto's chief of staff, Admiral Ugaki, flew in the second
bomber.

The sun beat down on the large windows of the Lightnings. Designed for high altitude work, Lockheed had
elected not to provide the cockpits with coolers. The pilots sweated profusely in their flying greenhouses
and at 0820 changed their heading for the first time, swinging slightly to the north. Half an hour later, when
abreast of Vella Lavella, they made their second planned course change, again shifting a little more to the
north.

At 0900, Mitchell made their last change, heading northeast, directly toward the coast of Bougainville, only
40 miles away. He also began the slow climb for altitude at this point. The pilots test fired their guns. The
minutes ticked away and the Lightnings droned on, climbing as the mountains of Bougainville came into
view. 0934 when sharp-eyed Doug Canning called out "Bogeys, eleven o'clock. High." Mitchell couldn't be-
lieve it; there they were, right on schedule, exactly as planned. The Japanese planes appeared bright and
new-looking to the pilots of the 339th. They jettisoned their drop tanks and bored in for the attack. Holmes
and Hine had trouble with their tanks, only Barber and Lanphier of the killer group went after the Japanese
bombers. All the other P-38s followed their instructions to fly cover.

The attack itself has been shrouded in uncertainty and, unfortunately, in controversy. Both Lanphier and
Barber claimed one bomber shot down over the jungles of Bougainville. Frank Holmes claimed another shot
down over the water a few minutes later. From Japanese records and survivors, among them Admiral Ugaki,
the following facts are certain. Only two Betty bombers were involved; Yamamoto's was shot down over
Bougainville with no survivors; the second went into the ocean and Ugaki lived to tell about it. Shortly after
the attack, a Japanese search party located the wreckage, including the Admiral's body, which they ceremo-
nially cremated.

The Lightnings had waded into the Japanese flight, pouring forth their deadly streams of lead. In the manner
of all aerial combat, the fight was brief, high-speed, and confused. The individual pilots recorded their im-
pressions for the Air Combat Intelligence officers; it wasn't until long after the war that anyone realized their
claims for three bombers had been overstated.

The pilots uneventfully flew back to Guadalcanal, where upon landing, the ground personnel greeted them
gleefully, like a winning football team. While Lanphier and Barber briefly disagreed about the air battle, all
was subsumed in the generally celebratory atmosphere. Lanphier later recalled enjoying his best meal of the
war that night. The controversy has continued down to the present day. Read more about the "Who Shot
Yamamoto?" on the Tom Lanphier page.

For Mitchell and the other participants, the war was over. They knew far too much to risk them in front line
action. All were promptly sent stateside for training and other assignments.


http://acepilots.com/pto/lanphier.html

On the 3rd Saturday each month Yanks opens the cockpit of one of its
planes, plus the EC121 and C-47. Jump like a paratrooper.

Yanks is the ONLY museum
where you can discover the
evolution of American air-

craft. Unique!

Junior pilots ages 5 to 105 can ride the plane of
their choice. Sat. 1/17/2015

Sit in the McCulloch XHUM-1 (Navy).
It was also tested by the army as the YH30. It
was the first tandem rotor helicopter. The ar-
my rejected it as being underpowered. Howev-
er, it does have a significant place in American
aviation.

Yanks is fortunate to have only one of
two remaining samples, and the only one with

the engine (which is displayed). On this open
cockpit day, you will have another chance to
sit in the cockpit of a unique air vehicle that
was the fore runner of modern aviation.




PLANES OF FAME

ATR MUSEWUM

WHAT: Open o the public, Planes of Fame Air Museum (Chino, CA)
presents its monthly Living History Event. The topic for the February
7 event is ‘Lockheed Skunk Works', featuring the Lockheed P-38
Lightning. Our featureed guest for this event is Pete Law and Don
Oldis. Their presentations are followed by a question & answer peri-
od and flight demonstration when possible. The P-38 will be on dis-
play and perform a flight demonstration when possible. At 12:00
1951 to December 1952. He served in  noon, the Membership Sponsored raffle flight will occur. Become a
the Reserves from 1946 to 1951 and member to enter the raffle. All members are eligible to enter the
1952 to 1972. Col Oldis served in the raffle, but you must be present to win

WHO: Peter Law was hired right out of college to work for the Lockheed Skunk Works as
a thermodynamics engineer associated with SR-71 and the U-2 in Burbank and Palmdale.
His career included the M-21, D-21, YF-12A, A-12, F-117A and F-35, Have Blue, and Senior
High to name a few. Forty years of his work for Lockheed was with Skunk Works. After
retirement, he worked part-time for a consulting company on the X-47B, Northrop Grum-
man's UCAV. Pete has also contributed significantly to engine performance in air racing,
intimately with several of the Gold Unlimited champions at the National Championship
Air Races at Reno, NV, and is still a vital part of air racing champions today.

e T

Lt. Colonel Don A. Oldis (USAF Ret.) flew many aircraft including: WWII, P-38, P
-51, P-39. Korea, P-51, F-80, F-84, F-86 Vietnam, C-119, C-121, C-124. Don has
many fascinating and thrilling stories from flying during several wars. He served
in the 11th Airforce, 20th Airforce, and Air National Guard in lowa, Oklahoma
and California. His specialty as a pilot was Wing Flying Safety Officer. Col Oldis'
Active Duty dates were from November 1942 to September 1946 and April

armed conflicts of WWII, Korea, Vietnam. (Vietnam as Air Guard Pilot); specific campaigns: WWII, Aleutian Is-

lands, Korea (special ops). His decorations & awards encompass the Pacific Theater, Korean Theater and Vi-
etnam ribbons.

Kevin Thompson (POF Moderator and Aviation Historian) and Edward Maloney (Museum Founder & Curator,
and Aviation Historian) moderate and join in the presentation.

WHEN: Saturday, February 7, 2015, 10am—12 noon: Speaker program & flight demonstration. Museum doors open at 9:00am.

WHERE: Planes of Fame Air Museum, 7000 Merrill Avenue #17, Chino, CA 91710
WHY: It is the Mission of Planes of Fame Air Museum to preserve aviation history, inspire interest in aviation, educate the public, and
honor aviation pioneers and veterans. The Museum sponsors regular events in the form of inspirational experiences, educational

presentations, flight demonstrations, and airshows in fulFgand | men

Aviation History Lives©o.



Internet/Videos

This is unbelievable click on any link for WW2 Information. Great

pics of planes!

e Aviation Pioneers

e World War | Aces

e Hall of Fame of the Air

e WW2 European Theater (ETO)
e WW2 Pacific Theater (PTO)
e WW2 US Marine Corps

e WW2 US Navy Aces

e WW2 Mediterranean (MTO)
e WW?2 German Aces

e Korean War Aces

e Russian Aces

e Vietnam Era Aces

e Airplanes

e World War | Planes

* 1930s Aircraft photos

e WW2 Fighters

e WW2 Bombers

e WW2 German Planes

e WW2 Airplane Pictures

e History of Airplanes blog

* Nose Art

e Postwar Jets

e World War Two

e WW2 Facts and Firsts

e WW2 Medals

e WW?2 Museums

e WW?2 Pictures

e WW2 Ships

e WW?2 Weapons
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http://acepilots.com/pioneers.html
http://acepilots.com/wwi/main.html
http://acepilots.com/wwi/hfa.html
http://acepilots.com/usaaf_eto_aces.html
http://acepilots.com/usaaf_pto_aces.html
http://acepilots.com/usmc_aces.html
http://acepilots.com/usn_aces.html
http://acepilots.com/usaaf_mto_aces.html
http://acepilots.com/german/ger_aces.html
http://acepilots.com/korea_aces.html
http://acepilots.com/russian/rus_aces.html
http://acepilots.com/vietnam/main.html
http://acepilots.com/
http://acepilots.com/wwi/main.html
http://acepilots.com/pioneer/air_photos.html
http://acepilots.com/planes/main.html#fighters
http://acepilots.com/planes/main.html#bombers
http://acepilots.com/german/main.html
http://acepilots.com/archives/main.html
http://acepilots.com/airplanes/
http://acepilots.com/planes/nose_art.html
http://acepilots.com/jets/main.html
http://acepilots.com/
http://acepilots.com/misc_ww2.html
http://acepilots.com/medals/main.html
http://acepilots.com/ww2/museums.html
http://acepilots.com/ww2/pictures.html
http://acepilots.com/ships/main.html
http://acepilots.com/ww2/weapons.html

This is why | go to airshows

http://allthingsaero.com/airshows/video-smokin-hot-video-highlights-from-the-cameron-airshow

Ejection from an F8 Crusader.
http://youtu.be/o gRuj50url

Videos for the display aircraft at the 2 museums based at chino. See
their ads on previous pages for dates and times.

B25 videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8W kXWwxK A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbwIDGaAmzA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGjGJHrQxy8

P38 videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glzG9lizkSc

http://www.livingwarbirds.com/lockheed-p-38-lightning.php

http://www.livingwarbirds.com/lockheed-p-38-lightning-6.php

Flying Tiger is at the base of the Chino tower. Not only
do they have the cheapest gas at CNO, they will give an

additional 5 cent discount to those who identify them-
selves as members of EAA92. To do this, you need to

FLYING
TIGERS:

AVIATION

talk to the operator BEFORE you swipe your credit
card. They would like to see your membership card, but
many of us don’t have them yet.
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http://allthingsaero.com/airshows/video-smokin-hot-video-highlights-from-the-cameron-airshow
http://youtu.be/o_qRuj50urI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8W_kXWwxK_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbwlDGaAmzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGjGJHrQxy8C:/Users/larry_000/Documents/Adobe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGjGJHrQxy8C:/Users/larry_000/Documents/Adobe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glzG9lizkSc
http://www.livingwarbirds.com/lockheed-p-38-lightning.php
http://www.livingwarbirds.com/lockheed-p-38-lightning-6.php

Our EAA 92 Partners

They help us do better!

PLANES OF FAME"

AIR MUSEUM

|

AIRTECH

ADVANCED MATERIALS GROUP

PTM&W

(Aeropoxy)

Aircralt Spruce

8 Snccl_any co.

sportys pilot sho

Leantofiyherels

Chapter Research Project

I am starting the assembly of the stabilators.

SCREENFRINTING
LARGE FORMAT IllB"’Al

Pilots

ORANGE COUNTY
PILOTS ASSOCIATION

‘ Federal Aviation
¥ Administration

F Safety Team

FAASTeam
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